NORTH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
P.O. Box 2185, Kalamazoo, MI 49003 * (269) 569-4800
www.WeAreNorth.org * Email: northchurchoffice@gmail.com

February 5, 2017
Announcements
Standing with Muslims against Islamophobia & Racism – Rally in Bronson Park, today at noon.
Congregational Leadership Team – Joint meeting of Session and Deacons. Third Wednesday of the month.
Next meeting: February 15, 5:30pm. Potluck supper, evening prayer, Odd months: business; Even months:
formation and fellowship.
Togetherness Council – Second Tuesday of even months, 10:30am. Next: February 14
Study Group – Thursdays, 1pm, at Stadium Drive Apartments (4249 Lakesedge Dr).
Potluck Lunch – February 12, immediately after worship. Downstairs dining room at FCC. Please bring a side
dish or dessert.
Togetherness Group – (269) 569-3826
Upcoming Activities
Date
1/10
1/17
1/24
1/31

Activity
Old Country Buffet
Bingo
Movies
Lunch

Pickup Time
10:30-11:30
12:30-1:30
12:30-1:30
10:30-11:30

2/7
2/14
2/21
2/28

Board Games
Valentine’s Day Party
Kellogg Manor Tour
Lunch

12:30-1:30
12:30-1:30
12:30-1:30
10:30-11:30

February Birthdays: 3 – Paula Dunkin, 4 – Jermey Zeock-Vilas, 17 – Lenore Huston, 27 – Marion Palmer
Copyright Permissions
Reprinted by permission from Book of Common Worship, © 1993 Westminster/John Knox Press.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ
in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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GATHERING
CALL TO WORSHIP
HYMN #649

Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound

1. Amazing grace! How sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found, was blind, but now I see.
2. ‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved.
How precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed.
3. Through many dangers, toils, and snares, I have already come.
‘Tis grace has brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.
4. The Lord has promised good to me; his word my hope secures.
He will my shield and portion be as long as life endures.
5. When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun,
we’ve no less days to sing God’s praise than when we’d first begun.
CONFESSION AND PARDON
Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart and mind and strength. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. In your
mercy forgive what we have been, help us amend what we are, and direct what we shall
be, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy
name.
THE PEACE
HYMN #581

Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, amen.
THE WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
OLD TESTAMENT READING

Isaiah 58:1-12 NRSV

Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Announce to my people their
rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins. Yet day after day they seek me and delight to know my
ways, as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness and did not forsake the ordinance of
their God; they ask of me righteous judgments, they delight to draw near to God.
“Why do we fast, but you do not see? Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” Look, you
serve your own interest on your fast day, and oppress all your workers. Look, you fast only to
quarrel and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist. Such fasting as you do today will not make
your voice heard on high. Is such the fast that I choose, a day to humble oneself? Is it to bow
down the head like a bulrush, and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? Will you call this a fast, a day
acceptable to the LORD? Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo
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the thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? Is it not to share
your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked,
to cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own kin?
Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; your
vindicator shall go before you, the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. Then you shall call,
and the LORD will answer; you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am. If you remove the
yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil,if you offer your food to the
hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light shall rise in the darkness and your
gloom be like the noonday. The LORD will guide you continually, and satisfy your needs in parched
places, and make your bones strong; and you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water,
whose waters never fail. Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of
many generations; you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to live in.
ANTHEM
NEW TESTAMENT READING

Matthew 5:13-20 NRSV

Jesus said, “You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be
restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot. “You are
the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting a lamp puts it
under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same
way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to
your Father in heaven.
“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to abolish but
to fulfill. For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a
letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least
of these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called least in the kingdom of
heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of
heaven. For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will
never enter the kingdom of heaven.
SERMON
HYMN #838

Standing on the Promises

1. Standing on the promises of Christ my king, through eternal ages let his praises ring;
glory in the highest, I will shout and sing, standing on the promises of God.
Refrain:
Standing, standing, standing on the promises of God my Savior;
standing, standing, I’m standing on the promises of God.
2. Standing on the promises that cannot fail, when the howling storms of doubt and fear assail,
by the living Word of God I shall prevail, standing on the promises of God. [Refrain]
3. Standing on the promises of Christ the Lord, bound to him eternally by love’s strong cord,
overcoming daily with the Spirit’s sword, standing on the promises of God. [Refrain]
4. Standing on the promises I cannot fall, listening every moment to the Spirit’s call,
resting in my Savior as my all in all, standing on the promises of God. [Refrain]
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord. who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come again to judge the living and the
dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE EUCHARIST
OFFERING
HYMN #606

Doxology

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God, all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE
GREAT THANKSGIVING
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as
we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
BREAKING OF THE BREAD
COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE
SENDING
HYMN #408

There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit in this Place

Copyrighted lyrics and music are printed in the hymnal.
CHARGE AND BLESSING
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