NORTH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
“Let us stir one another up to love and good deeds” – Hebrews 10.24
Through the rich diversity of God’s people, and our heritage as a congregation of the
Presbyterian Church (USA) we express the faith of Christ, seeking to model in our life
together the Beloved Community.
Together we are ambassadors for Christ: joining together to praise, standing together in
service, marching together for justice, praying together for peace.

THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
GATHERING
CALL TO WORSHIP
GREETING
See Ruth 2:4
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
SENTENCES OF SCRIPTURE
Ps. 116:12, 13
What shall we return to the Lord for all the good things God has done for us?
We will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord.
OPENING PRAYER
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HYMN OF PRAISE

Our God, Our Help in Ages Past (#687)
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CONFESSION AND PARDON
CALL TO CONFESSION
1 John 1:8, 9
CONFESSION OF SIN
Merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you
with our whole heart and mind and strength.
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
In your mercy forgive what we have been,
help us amend what we are,
and direct what we shall be,
so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name.
DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS
THE PEACE
See John 20:19, 21, 26
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

3

CANTICLE

Glory to the Father

Gloria Patri
(# 581)
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THE WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Rev. 2:7, 11, 17, 29; 3:6, 13, 22

Isaiah 9:1-4

FIRST READING

There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time he brought into
contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make glorious
the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. The people who walked in
darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness— on them light has
shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with
joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the
bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 27:1, 4-9

PSALM

The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life;
of whom shall I be afraid?
One thing I asked of the Lord, that will I seek after: to live in the house of the Lord all the
days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in his temple.
For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble; he will conceal me under the cover of his
tent; he will set me high on a rock.
Now my head is lifted up above my enemies all around me, and I will offer in his tent
sacrifices with shouts of joy; I will sing and make melody to the Lord.
Hear, O Lord, when I cry aloud, be gracious to me and answer me!
“Come,” my heart says, “seek his face!” Your face, Lord, do I seek.
Do not hide your face from me. Do not turn your servant away in anger, you who have been my
help. Do not cast me off, do not forsake me, O God of my salvation!
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1 Corinthians 1:10-18

SECOND READING

Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you be
in agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind
and the same purpose. For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels
among you, my brothers and sisters. What I mean is that each of you says, “I belong to Paul,” or
“I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” Has Christ been divided?
Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul?
I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, so that no one can say that
you were baptized in my name. (I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do
not know whether I baptized anyone else.)
For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom,
so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power. For the message about the cross is
foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
HYMN

Alleluia!
(#587)

Matthew 4:12-23

GOSPEL READING
The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. He left Nazareth and
made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, so that what
had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: “Land of Zebulun, land of
Naphtali, on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— the people who sat
in darkness have seen a great light, and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death light
has dawned.” From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has
come near.”
As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew
his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. And he said to them, “Follow
me, and I will make you fish for people.” Immediately they left their nets and followed him. As he
went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the
boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. Immediately they left the
boat and their father, and followed him.
Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the good news of the
kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the people.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
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HYMN

The Summons (#726)

Copyrighted text and music is printed in the hymnal.
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord.
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
For prayer requests:

For thanksgivings:

Let us pray to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to God.

Lord, hear our prayer.

We thank you, our God.
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THE EUCHARIST
OFFERING
Heb. 13:16
Doxology

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow (#606)
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INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE
See Luke 13:29 and Luke 24:30, 31
GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.
BREAKING OF THE BREAD
COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE
INVITATION
COMMUNION
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
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SENDING
HYMN

Song of Hope (#765)
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CHARGE AND BLESSING
CHARGE
See 1 Cor. 16:13; 2 Tim. 2:1; Eph. 6:10;
1 Thess. 5:13–22; and 1 Peter 2:17
BLESSING
2 Cor. 13:13
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Alleluia! Amen.
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North Presbyterian Church
P.O. Box 2185, Kalamazoo, MI 49003 * (269) 569-4800
www.WeAreNorth.org * Email: northchurchoffice@gmail.com

Announcements
Annual Meeting of the Congregation – Sunday, January 22, 2017.
Togetherness Council – Second Tuesday of even months, 10:30am. Next: February 14
Church Night Supper – Thursdays, 5:30pm, at FCC.
Recovery, Inc. – Tuesdays, 12pm. Mental Health support group @ FCC
Freedom Group – Wednesdays, 7pm. Narcotics Anonymous (NA), 12-Step support group @ FCC.
Spiritual Formation – Sundays, 9am, upstairs in the Mary/Martha Room. Class by Rev. Nathan Dannison.
Resiliency Group – Sundays, 9am, upstairs in the Youth Room. Class on resiliency by a social worker.
Bible Study – 1st and 3rd Saturdays, 10am in the library @ FCC.
Study Group – Thursdays, 1pm, at Stadium Drive Apartments (4249 Lakesedge Dr).
We are reading together The Joy of the Gospel by Pope Francis. Copies available for $10. See Pastor Barrett.
Potluck Lunch – January 8, immediately after worship. Downstairs dining room at FCC. Please bring a side dish or dessert.
Congregational Leadership Team – Joint meeting of Session and Deacons. Third Wednesday of the month. Next meeting:
January 18, 5:30pm. Potluck supper, evening prayer, business.
Morning Prayer – In the Chapel at St. Luke’s Episcopal (247 W Lovell St). Tuesdays and Thursdays, 8am.
Togetherness Group – (269) 569-3826
Upcoming Activities
Date
12/6
12/13
12/20

Activity
Dollar Store
Christmas Card Party
Light Tour

Pickup Time
12:30-1:30
12:30-1:30
5:30-6:30

1/10
1/17
1/24
1/31

Old Country Buffet
Bingo
Movies
Lunch

10:30-11:30
12:30-1:30
12:30-1:30
10:30-11:30

January Birthdays: 1 – Gabriella Barry, 1 – Jeff Binns, 17 – Renee Dejonge, 19 – Niko Bridges, 20 – Tonja Oswald, 21 –
Gary Nelson, 24 – Pat Taylor
Copyright Permissions
Reprinted by permission from Book of Common Worship, © 1993 Westminster/John Knox Press.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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