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North Presbyterian Church 
“Let us stir one another up to love and good deeds” – Hebrews 10.24 

Through the rich diversity of God’s people, and our heritage as a congregation of the Presbyterian 
Church (USA) we express the faith of Christ, seeking to model in our life together the Beloved 
Community. 

Together we are ambassadors for Christ: joining together to praise, standing together in service, 
marching together for justice, praying together for peace. 

 

Fourth Sunday in Advent 
December 18, 2016 

Prelude 

Hymn #84 Creator of the Stars of Night  

Copyrighted material is printed in the hymnal 

Call to Worship 

Minister The Lord be with you.  
All   And also with you. 

Minister Let us worship God. 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom;  
like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. 

Minister Praise the Lord. 
All   The Lord’s name be praised. 

Prayer of the Day 

Confession of Sin 
All God of the future, you are coming in power to bring all nations under your rule. We 

confess that we have not expected your kingdom, for we live casual lives, ignoring 
your promised judgment. We accept lies as truth, exploit neighbors, abuse the earth, 
and refuse your justice and peace.  

In your mercy, forgive us. Grant us wisdom to welcome your way, and to seek things 
that will endure when Christ comes to judge the world. 

Hymn #555 Agnus Dei 

All O Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world;  
have mercy on us, Lamb of God, and grant us your peace. 
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Declaration of Forgiveness 

Hymn #581 Gloria Patri 

All Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
world without end. Amen, amen. 

Prayer for Illumination 

Lesson Isaiah 7:10-16 NRSV 

Reader Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be 

deep as Sheol or high as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the 

Lord to the test. Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for 

you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will 

give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall 

name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to 

refuse the evil and choose the good. For before the child knows how to refuse the 

evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be 

deserted. 

 The Word of the Lord. 

All   Thanks be to God. 

Hymn #355 Psalm 80 

Copyrighted material is printed in the hymnal 

Epistle Romans 1:1-7 NRSV 

Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of 

God, which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, the 

gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 

and was declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of holiness by 

resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom we have received 

grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles 

for the sake of his name, including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus 

Christ, To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: Grace to you and 

peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 The Word of the Lord. 

All   Thanks be to God. 

Hymn #101 No Wind at the Window 

Copyrighted material is printed in the hymnal 
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Gospel Matthew 1:18-25 NRSV 

Reader  The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People  Glory to you, O Lord. 

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary 

had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with 

child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling 

to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had 

resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, 

son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in 

her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for 

he will save his people from their sins.’ All this took place to fulfil what had been 

spoken by the Lord through the prophet: ‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a 

son, and they shall name him Emmanuel’, which means, ‘God is with us.’ When 

Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took 

her as his wife, but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and 

he named him Jesus. 

Reader  The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, O Christ. 

The Sermon 

The Nicene Creed 
All We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were 
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate 
of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake 
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On 
the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again 
in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 
world to come. Amen. 
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Hymn #347 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 

1. Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and with fear and trembling stand; 
ponder nothing earthly minded, for with blessing in his hand 
Christ our God to earth descendeth, our full homage to demand. 

2. King of kings, yet born of Mary, as of old on earth he stood, 
Lord of lords, in human vesture, in the body and the blood, 
he will give to all the faithful his own self for heavenly food. 

3. Rank on rank the host of heaven spreads its vanguard on the way, 
as the Light of light descendeth from the realms of endless day, 
that the powers of hell may vanish as the shadows clear away. 

4. At his feet the six-winged seraph, cherubim, with sleepless eye, 
veil their faces to the presence, as with ceaseless voice they cry, 
“Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, Lord most high!”  

The Peace 
Minister The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be always with you. 
All   And also with you. 

Offering 

Hymn #606 Doxology 

All Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.  
Praise God, all creatures here below.  
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Minister Blessed are you, God of all creation; through your goodness we have these gifts to share. 
Accept and use our offerings for your glory and for the service of your kingdom. 

All   Blessed be God forever. 

Invitation 

The Great Thanksgiving Sursum Corda 
Minister The Lord be with you. 
All   And also with you. 

Minister Lift up your hearts. 
All   We lift them to the Lord. 

Minister Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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Hymn #552 Sanctus and Benedictus 
All Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  

heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 

Minister Praise to you, Lord Jesus: 
All Dying you destroyed our death,  

rising you restored our life.  
Lord Jesus, come in glory. 

Hymn #600 Amen 

The Lord’s Prayer 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 

Communion 

Prayer after Communion 

Charge and Blessing 

Minister The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of God’s Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of 
God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, remain with you always. 

All   Alleluia! Amen. 

Hymn #83 Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus 

1. Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee. 

2. Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art; 
dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. 

3. Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a king, 
born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

4. By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 
by thine all-sufficient merit raise us to thy glorious throne. 

Postlude 



6 
 

North Presbyterian Church 

P.O. Box 2185, Kalamazoo, MI 49003 * (269) 569-4800  

www.WeAreNorth.org * Email: northchurchoffice@gmail.com 

Announcements 

Joint Worship: NPC & FCC – Christmas Eve (4pm & 11pm), Rev. Nathan Dannison preaching. 
Christmas Morning (10am), Rev. Barrett Lee preaching. Wear your pajamas to church! No worship in the chapel that day. 
Christmas brunch to follow. If you plan to attend the brunch, please sign up on the bulletin board outside the FCC office. 

Soup & Caroling – December 4 (Sun), 4pm. Meet at FCC, upstairs in Mary/Martha Room. 

Organ Recital – December 6 (Tues), 7pm in sanctuary. 

A Night in Bethlehem – December 11 (Sun), 4pm. Kids Christmas Program @ FCC. 

Moravian Love Feast – December 18 (Sun), 6pm @ FCC. 

Longest Night – December 21 (Wed), 8pm. Special holiday service for those who are grieving. 

Church Night Supper  – Thursdays, 5:30pm, at FCC. 

Recovery, Inc. – Tuesdays, 12pm. Mental Health support group @ FCC 

Freedom Group – Wednesdays, 7pm. Narcotics Anonymous (NA), 12-Step support group @ FCC. 

Spiritual Formation – Sundays, 9am, upstairs in the Mary/Martha Room. Class by Rev. Nathan Dannison. 

Resiliency Group – Sundays, 9am, upstairs in the Youth Room. Class on resiliency by a social worker. 

Bible Study – 1st and 3rd Saturdays, 10am in the library @ FCC. 

Study Group – Thursdays, 1pm, at Stadium Drive Apartments (4249 Lakesedge Dr). 

We are reading together The Joy of the Gospel by Pope Francis. Copies available for $10. See Pastor Barrett. 

Potluck Lunch – December 11, immediately after worship. Downstairs dining room at FCC. Please bring a side dish or 
dessert. 

Congregational Leadership Team – Joint meeting of Session and Deacons. Third Wednesday of the month. Next meeting: 
December 21, 5:30pm. Christmas Party. 

Morning Prayer – In the Chapel at St. Luke’s Episcopal (247 W Lovell St). Tuesdays and Thursdays, 8am. 

Togetherness Group – (269) 569-3826 

Upcoming Activities 

Date    Activity      Pickup Time 
12/6    Dollar Store     12:30-1:30 
12/13    Christmas Card Party  12:30-1:30 
12/20    Light Tour     5:30-6:30 
 
1/10    Old Country Buffet   10:30-11:30 
1/17    Bingo       12:30-1:30 
1/24    Movies      12:30-1:30 
1/31    Lunch       10:30-11:30 

December Birthdays: December- 8 – Carolyn Ruth, 10 – Jean Fontaine, 20 – David Circosta, 21 – Wade King-MacDonald 

Copyright Permissions 

Reprinted by permission from Book of Common Worship, © 1993 Westminster/John Knox Press. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 

United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 


